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The year 2009 signals the birth of a new conference series under the name of Mediterranean 
Conference on Classical and Quantum Gravity (MCCQG). The main purpose of this new series is 
to bring together physicists working on General Relativity, Field Theory, and related areas to 
discuss the present status and latest developments in the classical and quantum treatment of 
gravitational systems, as well as to support and strengthen the scientific communication between 
the physicists of the wide Mediterranean region, working in the field of Classical and Quantum 
Gravity.  For the latter reason, we plan to organize all future conferences of this series in the 
Mediterranean region. 
The First Mediterranean Conference on Classical and Quantum Gravity took place at the Orthodox 
Academy of Crete (OAC) in Kolymbari (Crete, Greece) from 14-18 September 2009.  Physicists 
from countries all around the world travelled to Kolymbari to discuss hot topics in the classical and 
quantum treatment of gravitational systems such  as string theory and branes, classical gravity and 
alternative theories, gravitational waves and experiments, quantum gravity, cosmology, and black 
holes. The program consisted of invited plenary talks and contributed talks in parallel sessions.  
We were able to give full financial support for accommodation to all invited speakers and partial 
support to younger people at the beginning of their scientific careers. In particular, help was 
provided to students and scientists from non-EU countries.  The financial support was provided by 
the Academy of Athens and the Tomalla Foundation.                                                                        
During the MCCQG two social events were organized. The first one was a half-day guided bus 
excursion to Knossos and the surrounding area which took place on 16 September. The second one 
was the conference dinner on 18September  at the OAC. Traditional Cretan dishes were served and 
dancers performing in traditional costumes entertained the participants. These events contributed 
to create a quite fruitful, enjoyable “Mediterranean” atmosphere for the exchange of ideas and 
discussion.                                        
It is a pleasure to thank our administrative and technical staff Georgia Angelopoulou, Athina 
Pouri, Mando Zambeli and Manolis Zoulias for their untiring assistance. We also thank the staff of 
the OAC for the enthusiastic support and their hospitality. We are grateful to the Academy of 
Athens and the Tomalla Foundation for their generous financial support which made MCCQG 
possible. 
Finally, our gratitude goes to all the participants and especially the many experienced scientists. 
Their contributions highlighted the meeting. The success of the MCCQG is due to them and to the 
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